of a journal supported by reader subscriptions. The emphasis of Section C continues to be the rapid publication of full papers describing one or more interesting or unusual crystal structures in significant detail. High-quality detailed studies of novel and challenging crystal and molecular structures of interest in the fields of chemistry, biochemistry, mineralogy, pharmacology, physics and materials science are invited. The principal reason for withdrawal or rejection was either that the text in the Comment section of the CIF was deemed not to provide any `significant added value to the numerical data freely available in the CIF' or that the submitted material was not in accord with the instructions in Notes for Authors. To assist Co-editors with the initial review of submissions it is now a requirement that the submitting author provide in the _publ_contact_letter section of the CIF a brief statement of what is novel or interesting about the structure(s) that merits publication in Section C. Authors are also asked to clearly state in the Abstract the potential scientific impact of the study. Details of the changes implemented in the past triennium will be discussed along with possible future initiatives. Acta D is dedicated to the still-expanding field of biological crystallography. The last triennium has seen a change in the focus, following the launch of our all-electronic sister journal Acta F. With this change, Acta D no longer publishes crystallization papers or routine structure reports. Our focus is on methods in biological crystallography and on structural papers that bring new insights into biology, chemistry or macromolecular structure. The two journals have settled into a good working relationship, with only a few papers falling on the borderline between them. Most of the latter are of the crystallization paper/methods type. Acta D has continued to publish many important methodological papers, and the special issue dedicated to the CCP4 Study Weekend series provides a high-profile first issue to each year. We also continue to receive a steady flow of quality structural papers. It is of some concern that our impact factor remains low, at about 1.7, and that we do not receive many truly highprofile structural papers; competition with biological journals has become more intense. On the other hand, the quality of production of the journal is very high, speed of publication is good (about 4.5 months), and the journal remains the premier forum for discussion of practice and policy in biological crystallography. In this respect Acta D is looked on as important and influential. We believe we have an opportunity to build on this standing through more topical reviews, commentaries and talking points.
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